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Caveats

* Focus on US-based schools
* Focus on programs with research-based Masters and PhD
* Focus on ecology and evolution

* Our experiences might not be predictive of yours: people are often
treated differently due to age, gender, ethnicity, marital status, national
origin, regional accents, wealth, and much more



Careers in EEB with a Masters or PhD

Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs):
Conservation, remediation, education
Government agencies: National / state parks,
wildlife agencies, regulatory agencies
Academia: [.ab manager, curator, tenure-stream
faculty, non tenure-stream faculty

Industry: Research, data analysis, sustainability
initiatives

Transferrable skills: Organize multiyear projects,
write software, machine learning, data analytics,
teaching

NEVER STOP BUYING LOTTERY TICKETS,
NO MATTER LHAT ANYONE TELLS YOU.

|
L FAILED AGAIN AND AGAIN, BUT I NEVER
GAVE UR I TOOK EXTRA JOBS AND
POURED THE MONEY INTO TICKETS.

I
AND HERE T AM, PROOF THAT IF YOU
PUT IN THE TIME, IT PAYS OFF!

- T

COUEIOR

/Fﬂ

EVERY INSPIRATIONAL SPEECH BY SOMEONE

SUCCESSFUL SHOULD HAVE TO START WITH
A DISCLAIMER ABOUT SURVIVORSHIP BIAS.

XKCD by Randall Munroe




Coursework Research

Factor
Masters Masters

Chapters 0 o 14
(paper equivalents)
Years Ui 2-3 5-6

BA/BS (most)
Masters (some)

Prereq BA/BS BA/BS

Student o
Cost Student pays HAsRt o Institution pays

institution pays



In EEB programs, you typically get paid

* This 1s very different from undergrad, med school, vet school, law
school, etc.

* The pay i1sn’t for school per se

* Teaching assistant, who often will assist a professor in teaching, run labs, or run
discussion sessions

* Research assistant who helps a professor with their research

* The pay is typically for 9 months of work; it can be paid out over 9 or 12
months. It usually only starts the month after you start working

* It should be promised in your admission letter
* Tuition should be included, also subsidized health care.
* Fees may or may not be included (but this should be clear)



PhDStipends.com

PhD Stipends  Survey  Results  FAQ

PhD Stipend Survey Results Can be

* Base pay for TA
* Base pay + special fellowships for TA
* RA pay from institution

Academic Program o RA pay from NSF
University Department Pay Year " Year (
University of Ecology and $24000  2024-2025  1st * RA pay from NIH

The living wage ratio (LW ratio) normalizes each gross pay entry to t
universities in different cost-of-living areas. See the FAQ for moge/informatic

Show/Hide gross pay details.

Show 50 4 entries

Kansas (KU) Evolutionary Biology
Cornell University Ecology and $43,326 2023-2024 1st
(CL) Evolutionary Biology N . . .
ot necessarily predictive of what yox
Oregon State Ecology $24,000 2022-2023 1st y ‘)/
BRI will be paid, but good for comparison
Pennsylvania Ecology $21,489 2022-2023 6th and up
State University
(Penn State)
University of Human Ecology $23,227 2022-2023 1st
Wisconsin -

Madison (UW)



livingwage.mit.edu

Living Wage | calculator Articles  Methodology ~FAQs  Contact

Living Wage Calculation for Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA

The living wage shown is the hourly rate that an individual in a household must earn to support themselves and/or their family, working full-
time, or 2080 hours per year. The tables below provide living wage estimates for individuals and households with one or two working adults
and zero to three children. In households with two working adults, all hourly values reflect what one working adult requires to earn tg»
their families’ basic needs, assuming the other adult also earns the same.

$30.04/hr * 2080 hr =
$62,483 living wage for
the year

eet

The poverty wage and state minimum wage are for reference purposes. Poverty wage estimates come from theB€partment of Health and

Human Services' Poverty Guidelines for 2024 and have been converted from an annual value to an hourl
state minimum wage data is sourced from the Labor Law Center and includes the minimum wagei

wage for ease of comparison. The
a given state as of January of that year.

For further detail, please reference the Methodology page. The data on this page was Jestupdated on February 14, 2024.

1ADULT 2 ADULTS (1 WORKING) 2 ADULTS (BOTH WORKI

0 Children = 1 Child Children 3 Children @ 0 Children 1 Child

2 Children 3 Children @ O0Children 1 Child 2 Children

";\',‘:;2 $56.09  $71.91 $90.77 $38.98  $46.83  $51.93 $55.99 $19.49  $30.10  $38.43
P“,’\;':;Y $7.24 $9.83 $12.41 $15.00 $9.83 $12.41 $15.00 $17.59 $4.91 $6.21 $7.50
Minimum |« 000 §1500  $15.00 $15.00 $15.00  $15.00  $15.00 $15.00 $15.00  $15.00  $15.00

Wage
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Medical
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Vision

Dental




Healthcare

Many stressors in grad school

* (Typically) new location and people

Mental * Grade stress (though classes become less
important as one advances)

* Qualifying exam

* Research failure

* Peer review rejection
. * Low stipends
. ‘ Studies show depression 1s common in PhD
*\\Q students

How does mental health care work for grad

students?




M@ﬁtal health !:t!gj!/’tlgaitsfoslgmll‘egsall the PhD students in Sweden

in 2006-17 shows that the likelihood of doctoral
candidates needing medication for mental-health
issues increases sharply after the start of their studies.

* Depression in US: 8.3%

* Depression in UC Berkeley
STEM grad students: 42-48%

Change in share of PhD students
prescribed psychiatric medicine (%)

Years relative to PhD start

Schwaller, 2024, describing Bergvall et al. 2024



Mentorship

* “Who was your advisor?” not
“Where did you go to school?”
Someone who will guide your career
for 2-6+ years

* Their personality, advising style,
resources, and lab culture, will be
very important

* Identify potential advisor(s) first,
then look at the department, school,

Photo of UN-NYG mentoring, IAEA Imagebank

and location



[ works ~ Q, Search OpenAlex

@ OpenAlex

Unsaved search «

Show works where

(1) Q, fulltext

"salamander phylogeography" /'
O

Works

"
[«

Genetic Diversity and Population Structure of the Endangered Salamander Hynobius
yiwuensis Inferred from Mitochondrial DNA Sequences
2024 - Liangliang Zhang, Pierfrancesco Sechi, et al. - Life

Citedby0  PDF

What's in a name? Using species delimitation to inform conservation practice for
Chinese giant salamanders (Andrias spp.)

2024 - Melissa Marr, Kevin Hopkins, et al. - Evolutionary Journal of the Linnean Society

Cited by 0 PDF

Population Structure and Species Delimitation in the Wehrle's Salamander Complex
2024 - Shawn R. Kuchta, Brian P. Waldron, et al. - Herpetologica

Cited by 0

Comprehensive Sampling Clarifies Phylogeography and Historical Biogeography of
Slimy Salamanders West of the Mississippi River
2024 - Makenzie L. Meacham, Kelly J. Irwin, et al. - Herpetologica

Cited by 0

Google Scholar

Articles

Any time

Since 2024
Since 2023
Since 2020

Custom range...

Sort by relevance
Sort by date

Any type
Review articles

include patents
v/ include citations

Create alert

salamander phylogeography n

About 2,720 results (0.09 sec)

Multilocus Phylogeography of Eastern Red-Backed Salamanders (Plethodon
cinereus): Cryptic Appalachian Diversity and Postglacial Range Expansion

T Radomski, MM Hantak, AD Brown... - ..., 2020 - meridian.allenpress.com

... investigations is that southern populations exhibit relatively high levels of phylogeographic

... results of a phylogeographic investigation of Eastern Red-backed Salamander (Plethodon ...

Y% Save D9 Cite Cited by 27 Related articles All 9 versions

Comprehensive sampling clarifies phylogeography and historical biogeography
of slimy salamanders west of the Mississippi River

ML Meacham, KJ Irwin, DB Shepard - Herpetologica, 2024 - meridian.allenpress.com

... distributions of some Slimy Salamanders is based on coarse ... sequences of 434 individual

Slimy Salamanders, 412 of which are ... ranks and management of western Slimy Salamanders. ...

Y% Save D9 Cite Cited by 2 Related articles All 4 versions

Phylogeography of the Cow Knob Salamander (Plethodon punctatus Highton):
populations on isolated Appalachian mountaintops are disjunct but not divergent
MR Graham, WD Flint, AM Powell, V Fet... - Frontiers in Amphibian ..., 2023 - frontiersin.org

... Pleistocene climate fluctuations impacted phylogeographic patterns of a montane salamander

in the Central Appalachians. Results from our phylogeographic analyses and hypothesis ...

Y% Save D9 Cite Citedby 1 Related articles All 2 versions 99

Speciation Hypotheses from Phylogeographic Delimitation Yield an Integrative
Taxonomy for Seal Salamanders (Desmognathus monticola)
RA Pyron, KA O'Connell, SC Duncan... - Systematic ..., 2023 - academic.oup.com

... We illustrate this approach here with Seal Salamanders (Desmognathus monticola) ...
salamanders are renowned for their morphological conservatism despite extensive phylogeographic ...

Y% Save D9 Cite Cited by 20 Related articles All 6 versions



@ OpenAIex [ Works ~ Q, Search OpenAlex

Unsaved search ~

(1) Q. fulltext "salamander phylogeography" ~
. A ) .
@ and o type is v review X
G -ﬁ
Works =l & Stats
Evolution of reproductive strategies: sex roles, sex ratios and phylogenies 39 results
2023 - Tamas Székely - Biologia Futura
Citedby2  PDF
7 year :

Conceptual and empirical bridges between micro- and macroevolution
2023 - Jonathan Rolland, L. Francisco Henao-Diaz, et al. - Nature Ecology & Evolution
Citedby23  PDF
Impacts of Quaternary glaciation, geological history and geography on animal
species history in continental East Asia: A phylogeographic review
2023 - Jinzhong Fu, Longying Wen - Molecular Ecology Q topic :

Cited by 21 PDF
D Population Genetic Structure

and Dynamics
What we know and don’t know about the invasive zebra (Dreissena polymorpha) and 0 Global Amphibian Declines
quagga (Dreissena rostriformis bugensis) mussels

2022 - Alexander Y. Karatayev, Lyubov E. Burlakova - Hydrobiologia Species Distribution
M1 Modelina and Climate

and Extinctions

13
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VASCONCELOS LAB

plant ecology, evolution & systematics

Welcome!

We are botanists at the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor!

September 4th, 2024
Please share with anyone who might be interested: applications for the graduate program at the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
at the University of Michigan are open until December 1st, 2024, with activities starting in August 2025.

I'm looking for a Ph.D. student to join my lab this year! Our work is mostly focused on ics and functional bi y of ns.
More details can be found on the department's website https://Isa.umich.edu/eeb/graduates/prospective-students/eeb-application-
information.htm

Prospective students are advised to contact me to discuss potential projects before applying: tvasc@umich.edu.

Our research

Currently, research in our lab is focused on two key areas:

Systematics, evolution, and ecology of

Myrtales
.
e 4 { My S, -y We investigate plant ecology and evolution in under-
0y
" o 5 ! k researched tropical regions, with a particular focus on

lineages within the order Myrtales (which includes plants such
as guavas, pomegranates, and cloves). We use a range of
methods and data including trait ~measurements,
biogec analyses and ph! ic inferences to gain
a comprehensive understanding of how the environment has
influenced the evolution of this plant group and how different
Myrtales lineages are related to one another.

Ennarscsycin e 15%)

Phylogeny of
Neotropical Myrtaceae

Luminas (. 85%)

P e 1

Phylogeny of Myrteae - Neotropical Myrtaceae Working Group (2024)
Am.J.Botany

Discovering the rules of plant biogeography

using a trait-based approach (@ Fruttype o ) Cimatic riche evouton
Ory fruts Abiotic Faster rates
We utilize natural history 1s and trait 1 & & 2
tools to gather large sets of occurrence data and functional ,\‘{ ) I\" = water E
traits. These datasets are then combined with molecular L g
phylogenies and phylogenetic comparative methods to Floshy fruits Biotic Soweli :

quantify the correlation between traits and environments o< X fughores »
throughout the evolution of flowering plants. Our goal is to A ‘& a \ % \ « @ o >
utilize trait-environment correlation analyses to uncover -
general patterns in plant biogeography by measuring how o

unrelated plant lineages have evolved similar traits in . o . S TN .
response to a specific environment. 1 aiedi ¥ T RS Triee

= e

I r—

Linking seed dispersal traits and climatic niche evolution in plants - modified
from Vasconcelos et al. (2023) J. Biogeography

Used with permission



VASCONCELOS LAB

plant ecology, evolution & systematics

Welcome!
We are botanists at the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor!

September 4th, 2024
Please share with anyone who might be interested: applications for the graduate program at the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
at the University of Michigan are open until December 1st, 2024, with activities starting in August 2025.

I'm looking for a Ph.D. student to join my lab this year! Our work is mostly focused on ics and functional bi y of ns.

She Wants Students { More details can be found on the department's website https://Isa.umich.edu/eeb/graduates/prospective-students/eeb-application-

information.htm

Prospective students are advised to contact me to discuss potential projects before applying: tvasc@umich.edu.

Our research

Currently, research in our lab is focused on two key areas:

Systematics, evolution, and ecology of
Myrtales

We investigate plant ecology and evolution in under-
researched tropical regions, with a particular focus on
lineages within the order Myrtales (which includes plants such
as guavas, pomegranates, and cloves). We use a range of
methods and data including trait ~measurements,
biogec analyses and ph! ic inferences to gain
a comprehensive understanding of how the environment has
influenced the evolution of this plant group and how different
Myrtales lineages are related to one another.

Phylogeny of
Neotropical Myrtaceae

P e 1

Phylogeny of Myrteae - Neotropical Myrtaceae Working Group (2024)
Am.J.Botany

Discovering the rules of plant biogeography

using a trait-based approach (@ Fruttype 1) Mo of seed dspersal ) Cimatic riche evouton
Dry fruits Abiotic Faster rates.
We utilize natural history 1s and trait 1 &7 e P
tools to gather large sets of occurrence data and functional ,\‘I, V) ,\‘l’ - water

traits. These datasets are then combined with molecular m

phylogenies and phylogenetic comparative methods to
quantify the correlation between traits and environments

Floshy fr Biotic Slower rates

throughout the evolution of flowering plants. Our goal is to A ‘& a » \ %\ »

utilize trait-environment correlation analyses to uncover

general patterns in plant biogeography by measuring how stvrasscoss + CAP

unrelated plant lineages have evolved similar traits in A - S WA Pt
response to a specific environment. 1 TrhaadiV T TIFIREAHT Prcie

A T

Linking seed dispersal traits and climatic niche evolution in plants - modified
from Vasconcelos et al. (2023) J. Biogeography

Used with permission



VASCONCELOS LAB

plant ecology, evolution & systematics

Info on who
iS lﬂ the lab Welcome!

We are botanists at the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor!

September 4th, 2024
Please share with anyone who might be interested: applications for the graduate program at the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
at the University of Michigan are open until December 1st, 2024, with activities starting in August 2025.

I'm looking for a Ph.D. student to join my lab this year! Our work is mostly focused on ics and functional bi y of ns.

She Wants Students { More details can be found on the department's website https://Isa.umich.edu/eeb/graduates/prospective-students/eeb-application-

information.htmi

Prospective students are advised to contact me to discuss potential projects before applying: tvasc@umich.edu.

People

The lab

Our research

Currently, research in our lab is focused on two key areas:

Systematics, evolution, and ecology of
Myrtales

We investigate plant ecology and evolution in under-
researched tropical regions, with a particular focus on
lineages within the order Myrtales (which includes plants such
as guavas, pomegranates, and cloves). We use a range of
methods and data including trait measurements,
. ! analyses and phy ic inferences to gain
P o o 1 . a comprehensive understanding of how the environment has
& influenced the evolution of this plant group and how different
Myrtales lineages are related to one another.

co-advised grad students | collaborations

Phylogeny of Myrteae - Neotropical Myrtaceae Working Group (2024)
Am.J.Botany

Discovering the rules of plant biogeography

using a trait-based approach (@ Fruttype 1) Mo of seed dpersal (¢) Cimasc nicho svoton
Ory fruts Abiotic Faster rates

We utilize natural history 1s and trait 1 &7 & . s
tools to gather large sets of occurrence data and functional (\\‘l’ ] I,\\‘/ B s " ®
traits. These datasets are then combined with molecular ™m ’ N
phylogenies and phylogenetic comparative methods to Biotic prmsmr
quantify the correlation between traits and environments » fughores »
throughout the evolution of flowering plants. Our goal is to ‘\ % \
utilize trait-environment correlation analyses to uncover
general patterns in plant biogeography by measuring how
unrelated plant lineages have evolved similar traits in A - S WA Pt
response to a specific environment. 1 T et ¥ 1T TN Preine

Linking seed dispersal traits and climatic niche evolution in plants - modified
from Vasconcelos et al. (2023) J. Biogeography

Used with permission



Info on who
is in the lab

VASCONCELOS LAB

plant ecology, evolution & systematics

Welcome!

We are botanists at the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor!

September 4th, 2024

Please share with anyone who might be interested: applications for the graduate program at the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
at the University of Michigan are open until December 1st, 2024, with activities starting in August 2025.

I'm looking for a Ph.D. student to join my lab this year! Our work is mostly focused on ics and functional bi y of ns.

information.htmi

People
The lab

Currently, research in our lab is focused on two key areas:

Phylogeny of
Neotropical Myrtaceae

Pau Herve Goom, e

co-advised grad students | collaborations

Am.J.Botany

pariciaSpoots, e Yacov Koszian W

Discovering the rules of plant biogeography
using a trait-based approach

We utilize natural history 1s and trait ion
tools to gather large sets of occurrence data and functional
traits. These datasets are then combined with molecular
phylogenies and phylogenetic comparative methods to
quantify the correlation between traits and environments
throughout the evolution of flowering plants. Our goal is to
utilize trait-environment correlation analyses to uncover
general patterns in plant biogeography by measuring how
unrelated plant lineages have evolved similar traits in
response to a specific environment.

She Wants Students { More details can be found on the department's website https://Isa.umich.edu/eeb/graduates/prospective-students/eeb-application-

Prospective students are advised to contact me to discuss potential projects before applying: tvasc@umich.edu.

Our research

Systematics, evolution, and ecology of
Myrtales

We investigate plant ecology and evolution in under-
researched tropical regions, with a particular focus on
lineages within the order Myrtales (which includes plants such
as guavas, pomegranates, and cloves). We use a range of
methods and data including trait ~measurements,

analyses and phy ic inferences to gain
a comprehensive understanding of how the environment has
influenced the evolution of this plant group and how different
Myrtales lineages are related to one another.

Phylogeny of Myrteae - Neotropical Myrtaceae Working Group (2024)

(@ Fruttype 1) Mo of seed dspersal (¢) Cimase nicho evoton
Dry fruits Abiotic Faster rates.
Y i U w» » " oml "
(\(’ Y (\(' et ° £
m NN ]
Floshy fruits Slower rates I H
.)
“ @
77
SIS S NSO £

BT T NS e

s o Yo | WA T
o o Y —

Linking seed dispersal traits and climatic niche evolution in plants - modified
from Vasconcelos et al. (2023) J. Biogeography

Recent publications:
research active, see

current directions

Publica§bqs

boldncicatescurent o former members of the

Plazardo, B. G. N Lighadha, €. Rands, J. G. Forst F. Noguoia, A. Prochazea, L S, Walkr 8. €, & Vasconcelo, T. (2024) An
ement of methods o cambins voltonay histor and conservtion: A case sty in e Ersllan campo rupeste. Agplcatons i Pt
o5, 011567 10.10021008311587 [got PDF)

Neowopes Towars a speias et phyog Notes o topoogy and escurces.
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Info on who
is in the lab

She wants students {

VASCONCELOS LAB

plant ecology, evolution & systematics

Welcome!

We are botanists at the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Michigan - Ann Arbor!

September 4th, 2024

Please share with anyone who might be interested: applications for the graduate program at the Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
at the University of Michigan are open until December 1st, 2024, with activities starting in August 2025.

I'm looking for a Ph.D. student to join my lab this year! Our work is mostly focused on systematics and functional b|oaeogmphy of angiosperms.

More details can be found on the department's website https

rmation.htrr

2.umich.edu/eeb/graduates/prospective ents/eeb-applicat

Prospective students are advised to contact me to discuss potential projects before applying: tvasc I edu.

Recent publications:
research active, see

current directions

[r—

Prospective students are advised to contact me to discuss potential projects before applying:

tvasc@umich.edu.

)

co-advised grad students | collaborations

Egnuwrocmycines s 754 ~
Phylogeny of
Neotropical Myrtaceae

By
et

Systematics, evolution, and ecology of
Myrtales

We investigate plant ecology and evolution in under-
researched tropical regions, with a particular focus on
lineages within the order Myrtales (which includes plants such
as guavas, pomegranates, and cloves). We use a range of
methods and data including trait measurements,
biogeographical analyses and phylogenetic inferences to gain
a comprehensive understanding of how the environment has
influenced the evolution of this plant group and how different
Myrtales lineages are related to one another.

Phylogeny of Myrteae - Neotropical Myrtaceae Working Group (2024)

Am.J.Botany

Discovering the rules of plant biogeography
using a trait-based approach

We utilize natural history collections and trait characterization
tools to gather large sets of occurrence data and functional
traits. These datasets are then combined with molecular
phylogenies and phylogenetic comparative methods to
quantify the correlation between traits and environments
throughout the evolution of flowering plants. Our goal is to
utilize trait-environment correlation analyses to uncover
general patterns in plant biogeography by measuring how
unrelated plant lineages have evolved similar traits in
response to a specmc environment.

Linking seed dispersal traits and climatic niche evolution in plants - modified
from Vasconcelos et al. (2023) J. Biogeography
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When evaluating advisor

* Read their most cited and most recent papers

* Geta sense of their priorities (website, social media, recorded talks)

* Look at current and past students (Internet Archive’s Wayback
Machine to look at “lab people” in earlier years; reach out to them)

* Talk to current trusted people about the advisor

* Check https://academic-sexual-misconduct-database.org/ (also good
to see how the institution in general handles harassment)

* What is their career stage? Are they on the tenure-track? Are they
fairly new (less experience, perhaps more individual attention), near
retirement, planning to move?

* What do they expect of students? What can students expect of them?
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Legality

Banned I

No Regulations
Minor Regulations




US law

NY: Legal

State law CA: Tllegal

City / County law

College policy

No regulation on keeping ferrets

Albany: Legal
New York City: Illegal

Pets allowed on campus?




Some of the major axes
of variation across
regions or institutions

New axes can appear, and old
ones go away, due to changes in
law, news reports, and more

Gun policy: carry permits, types available, allowed use

Drug policy: legality of marijuana, severity of punishments for others (though note
superseding federal regulations)

Abortion access

Gender-affirming care access

Rights / limits on protests

Handling of controversial topics

Whether diversity, equity, and inclusion programs are permitted

Frequency of racism, sexism, ableism, homophobia, and similar

Cost of housing




* How long does it take students in this program to graduate on
averager

* What percentage graduater

* What careers do students pursue: working at nonprofits,
government agencies, business, K-12 teaching, research in
academia, ...r

* What training and resources does this program offer for your
intended career path?

* What resources are there for being safe in the lab and field?

* How do students fund their research?

* How does student funding work (from school, from grants)?

* What do current and past students think of the program?



August-November: Identify and reach out to potential advisors

If you reach out and they don’t reply, try again a month later

October: Apply to NSF Graduate Research Fellowship Program

A 2 page essay on research, 3 page essay on you, possibility of a 3 year fellowship

November-December: Apply to grad school!

Check for deadlines

There may be fees to apply; there may also be fee waivers

January-February: Visits?

Some places may invite you out to a visit weekend (and pay for it); others may invite you to
visit but you pay. Visits help you evaluate them and vice versa.

January-April (and sometimes later): Offer, rejection, or waitlist

Offer letter should have details of support: funding, how many years guaranteed (does it
depend on your advisor getting a grant?), conditions

April 15: Typical deadline for acceptance

https://cgsnet.org/resources/ for-current-prospective-graduate-students /april-15-resolution : but do
accept or reject offers as soon as you can — help your waitlisted peers!



Applications

* Transcripts

* Letters of recommendation

* Research statement

* Personal statement

* Diversity statement (sometimes)



International students

Visa required (up to US whether to grant)

Potential limits on funding (no NSF GRFP, for example)
Limits on outside paid work

Potential tests for showing English proficiency

Strikes, arrests, etc. might have different effects



and getting help

Consider power dynamics

(" Justtalk What do you o .
\ e 2 > Solve a problem
7, want to do? \
t \ 4 Unsure / different from
what's listed here ]
Have you tried talking with your friends of Ask a question
family? Sometimes just having someone For facilities emergencies, v BT Check the list of
who cares listen to you vent can be ex: my lab is flooding " e lnaada resources on the
immensely helpful! Graduate school is hard https://fs.utk.edu/one-calll What type of problem? place tolive —| GREBE website,
& it's normal to be stressed. ) 4 ask other grad
Do you feel Operational, students for help
ol d ki
comfortable SAECNESEREIS ,
. s Yes Related to a bias
That didn't help asking your incident, or ADA ieatt heated
isor? accommodations ealth-relate
advisor? ; ex: I need a -
flu shot Medical
Lock and Key services Interpersonal  Research-related em:;ﬂe;fl‘es'
https:/ffs.utk.edu/zm/lock-key/ _ ex:l need to set :
Other graduate students, postdocs, or ex: problems with up an experiment Teaching-related
others in the department like GREBE No a labmate or advisor ex: transitioning
4 s s to online teachin,
officers are also willing to listen and may ¢ N
understand the context a bit better than
RERGESI Gl oty Check with your advisor,

If the question is grad-school
related,
ex: what classes should | sign
up for? how do I switch

committee members,
greenhouse manager,
other grads in your field

If the question is
operations-related,
ex: how to I pay this fee?
how do I change insurance?

Check with your instructor,
other grads, or UTK Center

I want to talk
to a professional

o H i i . .
ortiadiabout yoursed | want to K hp rggégm;.' Ask Janice, Marva, or other Talk with Brian, for Teaching & Learning
or someone else? talk to someone L s SHIaN O EEB office staff DGS: your
Call 865-974-4357 else in the GREBE advisor.
to connect with department

UTK help line

Services at the UTK student
v health center are mostly free with
student insurance & payment of

You can also talk A
to Jen, Susan, or

UTK international
student center,
https://cge.utk.edu/

About sexual assault,
sexual harassment,
or stalking

UTK student counseling,
https://counselingcenter.utk.edu/
free, covered by
student health fee

other faculty in

the department,

dependingonthe |

question.

UTK title IX office,

https://titleix.utk.edu/

Oftentimes hoth operational
and grad-school related
questions can be answered
by other graduate students
who had similar questions.
Try the EEB grad student
groupchat, send an email to
the listserv, or ask GREBE.

UTK EEB Graduate student group, GREBE (diagram somewhat out of date)

I need help from
someone outside
of the department

UTK ombuds office,

https://fombuds.utk.edu/

for solving conflicts

The Office of Equity and Diversity
has resources to report bias
incidents, get ADA accommodations,
and more
https://oed.utk.edu/
hitps://bias.utk.edu/.

the student health fee (~$110)
https://studenthealth.utk.edu/

l

For larger medical issues,
ex: | need surgery
You can find UHC insurance-covered facilities here:

https://connect.werally.com/plans/uhc
or check with Yolanda McCaffrey, ychidest@utk.edu




Consider power dynamics and getting help

What do you
> Solve a problem

Just talk ;‘:A want to do? >
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Have you tried talking with your friends of Ask a question V
family? Sometimes just having someone For facilities el T

who cares listen to you vent can be ex: my lab D f I
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& it's normal to be stressed. Y
Do you feel mf r‘t bl
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officers are also willing to listen and may
understand the context a bit better than
friends or family
If the questlo:\ |ts grad-school If the question is
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| want to talk ex: what classes shoulq 1 sign ex: how to | pay this fee?
to a professional up for? how do | switch how do I change insurance? NO
rograms? ] )
Worried about yourself I want to ask lhﬁ DgGS Brian. or Ask Janice, Mawa. or other

or someone else? talk to someone : . EEB office staff
Call 865-974-4357 else in the GREBE

to connect with department

UTK help line

You can also talk A
to Jen, Susan, or Oftentimes both operational .
other faculty in and grad-school related T 7 NS——— kldl /)

UTK international About sexual assault, the depanment, questions can be answered il b incidents, get ADA accommodations, l HpSHSHOEnTCururEedu

student center, sexual harassment, depending onthe |——»| by other graduate students s;’{:;%lig:ﬁ;; and more
https:/fcge.utk.edu/ or stalking question. who had similar questions. https:/foed.utk.edu/

Try the EEB grad student https://bias.utk.edu/.
| groupchat, send an email to
_ the listserv, or ask GREBE.
UTK student counseling, L
https://counselingcenter.utk.edu/ UTK title IX office, l

free, covered by
student health fee

https://titleix.utk.edu/

For larger medical issues,
ex: | need surgery
You can find UHC insurance-covered facilities here:

https://connect.werally.com/plans/uhc
or check with Yolanda McCaffrey, ychidest@utk.edu

UTK ombuds office,
https://fombuds.utk.edu/
for solving conflicts

UTK EEB Graduate student group, GREBE (diagram somewhat out of date)



Consider power dynamics and getting help

What do you

Just talk \;‘:A

|

Have you tried talking with your friends of
family? Sometimes just having someone
who cares listen to you vent can be
immensely helpful! Graduate school is hard
& it's normal to be stressed.

That didn't help

Other graduate students, postdocs, or
others in the department like GREBE
officers are also willing to listen and may
understand the context a bit better than
friends or family

want to do?

Y

Y

( Ask a question )

Do you feel
comfortable
asking your
advisor?

No

Yes

For facilities emergencies,

ex: my lab is flooding
https://fs.utk.edu/one-call/

S

olve a problem

-

Unsure / different from

what's listed here ﬁ

Check the list of

v .
0:;?“”2:;:? resources on the
What type of problem? place to live —>| GREBE website,

ask other grad

Operational, l

l l l ]

students for help

I want to talk
to a professional

Worried about yourself
or someone else?
Call 865-974-4357

1o connect with
UTK help line

| want to
talk to someone
else in the
department

UTK international
student center,
https://cge.utk.edu/

About sexual assault,
sexual harassment,
or stalking

If the question is grad-school
related,
ex: what classes should | sign
up for? how do I switch
programs?
ask the DGS, Brian, or
GREBE

If the question is
operations-related,
ex: how to I pay this fee?
how do I change insurance?
Ask Janice, Marva, or other
EEB office staff

You can also talk
to Jen, Susan, or
other faculty in

the department,

dependingonthe |

question.

A

UTK title IX office,
https://titleix.utk.edu/

Oftentimes both operational
and grad-school related
questions can be answered
by other graduate students
who had similar questions.
Try the EEB grad student
groupchat, send an email to
the listserv, or ask GREBE.

UTK student counseling,
https://counselingcenter.utk.edu/
free, covered by
student health fee

UTK title IX office,

https://titleix.utk.edu/

UTK ombuds office,
https://fombuds.utk.edu/
for solving conflicts

I need help from
someone outside
of the department

UTK EEB Graduate student group, GREBE (diagram somewhat out of date)

I— _—

The Office of Equity and Diversity
has resources to report bias
incidents, get ADA accommodations,
and more
https://oed.utk.edu/
https://bias.utk.edu/.

the student health fee (~$110)
https://studenthealth.utk.edu/

l

For larger medical issues,
ex: | need surgery
You can find UHC insurance-covered facilities here:

https://connect.werally.com/plans/uhc

or check with Yolanda McCaffrey, ychidest@utk.edu
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You can also talk A
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UTK international About sexual assault, the department, questions can be answered I need help from incidents, get ADA accommodations,

student center, sexual harassment, depe"d'"g onthe f o by other graduate students sfo {::%n: :::if; and more
https:/icge.utk.edu/ or stalking question. who had similar questions. i https://oed.utk.edu/

Try the EEB grad student https://bias.utk.edu/.
groupchat, send an email to
the listserv, or ask GREBE.

the student health fee (~$110)
https://studenthealth.utk.edu/

UTK student counseling,
https://counselingcenter.utk.edu/
free, covered by
student health fee

UTK title IX office, l

https://titleix.utk.edu/

For larger medical issues,
ex: | need surgery
You can find UHC insurance-covered facilities here:

https://connect.werally.com/plans/uhc
or check with Yolanda McCaffrey, ychidest@utk.edu

UTK ombuds office,
https://fombuds.utk.edu/
for solving conflicts

UTK EEB Graduate student group, GREBE (diagram somewhat out of date)



and getting help

Consider power dynamics
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others in the department like GREBE No a labmate or advisor ex: transitioning
4 s s to online teachin,
officers are also willing to listen and may ¢ N
understand the context a bit better than
RERGESI Gl oty Check with your advisor,

If the question is grad-school
related,
ex: what classes should | sign
up for? how do I switch

committee members,
greenhouse manager,
other grads in your field

If the question is
operations-related,
ex: how to I pay this fee?
how do I change insurance?

Check with your instructor,
other grads, or UTK Center

I want to talk
to a professional

o H i i . .
ortiadiabout yoursed | want to K hp rggégm;.' Ask Janice, Marva, or other Talk with Brian, for Teaching & Learning
or someone else? talk to someone L s SHIaN O EEB office staff DGS: your
Call 865-974-4357 else in the GREBE advisor.
to connect with department

UTK help line

Services at the UTK student
v health center are mostly free with
student insurance & payment of

You can also talk A
to Jen, Susan, or

UTK international
student center,
https://cge.utk.edu/

About sexual assault,
sexual harassment,
or stalking

UTK student counseling,
https://counselingcenter.utk.edu/
free, covered by
student health fee

other faculty in

the department,

dependingonthe |

question.

UTK title IX office,

https://titleix.utk.edu/

Oftentimes hoth operational
and grad-school related
questions can be answered
by other graduate students
who had similar questions.
Try the EEB grad student
groupchat, send an email to
the listserv, or ask GREBE.

UTK EEB Graduate student group, GREBE (diagram somewhat out of date)

I need help from
someone outside
of the department

UTK ombuds office,

https://fombuds.utk.edu/

for solving conflicts

The Office of Equity and Diversity
has resources to report bias
incidents, get ADA accommodations,
and more
https://oed.utk.edu/
hitps://bias.utk.edu/.

the student health fee (~$110)
https://studenthealth.utk.edu/

l

For larger medical issues,
ex: | need surgery
You can find UHC insurance-covered facilities here:

https://connect.werally.com/plans/uhc
or check with Yolanda McCaffrey, ychidest@utk.edu




Discussion and Questions
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